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Welcome to Durham Schools 2008!
 Thank you to everyone who has already been in touch about next year’s competition. Registration is now open and this information pack contains everything you’ll need to apply to register teams and accommodation for Durham Schools 2008. The tournament prides itself on being the only residential schools’ competition that guarantees five rounds of debate for everyone, regardless of experience, and we’re very excited about the ’08 competition.

 Please take a few minutes to read through the information enclosed, particularly that regarding online registration, a new feature for Durham Schools. If you’ve any questions about the tournament, please don’t hesitate to drop us an email on durhamschools@gmail.com. 

 Durham Schools 2008

Saturday 15th March – 
am: 
registration between 10.30 and 12.45






Debating workshops (optional) at 11.00am





pm:
2 rounds, then dinner, then 3rd round

Sunday 16th March – 
am:
Rounds 4 & 5





pm:  
Novice final, Semi-finals and Grand Final






(We aim to be finished by 6pm)

The Competition
· Debates will be run in British Parliamentary style. The comprehensive rules and detailed information on this style can be found at www.dus.org.uk/schools_competition 
· Speeches will be of 5 minutes in length during the preliminary rounds and in the Novice Final, but 7 minutes in length for the semis and Grand Final

· The motion for the first round will be published on our website www.dus.org.uk on March 1st 2008. All other motions will be announced 15 minutes before the start of each round.
· Due to accommodation constraints, the team cap this year will be strictly two teams per school.

· After the 5 preliminary rounds, the top 4 ranked novice teams will go into the Novice Final. A definition of what constitutes a novice can be found on our website.

· We will be running a Debating Workshop during the registration period on the Saturday morning for competitors with less experience of debating.

· Accommodation and food for the weekend will be provided in Durham University colleges, starting with dinner in Saturday. Unfortunately we are unable to provide accommodation or food before Saturday night as students are still in residence. If you would like details of other accommodation in Durham please get in touch and we will be happy to provide them.
Entering Teams
· This year there are two methods of registering teams: Online, instant registration or traditional application forms. Registering online requires immediate payment, accessible at http://members.dus.org.uk/register.php. This is the preferred method as it guarantees team places immediately.

· Alternatively, please complete the enclosed application forms and return it with one single cheque for the full amount to the above address by February 1st 2008. Places will be offered on a first come – first served basis and can only be guaranteed once we have received your cheque. Please note that we cannot accept multiple cheques from one school and we must receive your payment and forms together.

· The accommodation form, detailing exactly who will be attending (for purposes of room booking) may be returned any time before March 1st 2008.

· Only two observers (including members of staff) can be accommodated per school. You are welcome to bring extra observers (proud parents :D) if they arrange their own accommodation and food.

· Students are welcome to attend without staff, although after 6pm on Sunday the students will have free time when we cannot take responsibility for them.

· On the Saturday evening we hope to provide a social event for students to relax and meet other competitors. More details will be posted on www.dus.org.uk/schools_competition nearer the time.

· If your registration details change after having returned the form please let us know as soon as possible!

· Confirmation of registration and further information will be sent out be email. To this end, it is essential that all applicants provide at least one email address where we can contact you. This could be the address of the teacher, debate coach, or students participating. 

Cost
· The full entry fee is £140 per team and £70 for observers, including 2 nights’ full board and accommodation.
· There are options on the application form for reduced packages for reduced fees.

· We are hoping to offer bursaries for a small number of schools who feel they are eligible for assistance. Applications should be emailed to durhamschools@gmail.com. 

I look to seeing you in March!

Best wishes,

Ed Mason

Durham Schools Convener 2008






Palace Green 	Telephone 0191 384 3724 


Durham 	E-mail:union.society@dur.ac.uk


DH1 3EP 	Website www.dus.org.uk








